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Chart #: 185603
GT, is a 63-year-old woman with no past medical history including diabetes or high blood pressure on no medications at this time who presented to the Deerbrook Emergency Room on 11/20/2024 with a stab wound that happened in the kitchen; she works as a cook in a kitchen. The stab wound was in the second webspace on the right hand. In the past five days, she has developed tremendous swelling, redness, heat and the whole hand has now become edematous. The patient was tachycardic. Blood pressure was elevated at 170/90. The patient was diagnosed with cellulitis. A CT showed no evidence of osteomyelitis. No foreign bodies seen. The patient in the emergency room was given Maxipime, was sent home with Cipro, Augmentin and Zyvox.
The nurse who took care of the patient indicated that she asked Dr. Uzor to do a full workup including sepsis workup because of the appearance of the hand especially the amount of swelling involved. There was no evidence of diabetes on the patient’s workup. White count was 10,000. The question has come up whether the patient should have been admitted for IV antibiotics and observation especially with her increased blood pressure. The notes by Dr. Uzor indicate that the patient has cellulitis. No evidence of sepsis was noted with normal lactase, white count of 10,000, no acidemia. Normal chemistry. No diabetes. Blood pressure elevation was thought to be secondary to the patient’s injury. The patient did get vancomycin in the emergency room. Two cultures were obtained by the way in the ER. The patient’s potassium was borderline low and 40 mEq of potassium was given. Liver function tests were within normal limits. The patient did not have a left shift. CT was read cellulitis without abscess or osteomyelitis. There is no mention of exam for compartment syndrome. It also states that the patient is feeling much better and the pain is much better controlled before she was sent home. The patient has not been contacted regarding any further evaluation or treatment at the time of review.
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